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UNITED STATES ARMY
CAMP SWIFT, TEXAS

Dear Toots:
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10 hear from you after all these months,

catnt tell you how disap ‘o:’nteo I was to Jleamm

that your furlough had exp:?rer:?. so short a time before
I got there, The fortunes of =

%

As your last year or so has been a sort of odessy

to another, so mine has been one

from one Wavy plane
from country to comntry, from city to city. South

Africa, India, Lebanon, Syria; North Africa, Ceylom,

hustralia, HNew lands Cape Town, Bombgys Beyruth,
Damascus, Tobruk T saw

would take well over more spage and time than I have
to relate it all to youes I would prefer a dimly 1it

13
v beerse Ahl there we could

1 Ty 5
i

lpoint of the war the time between the

t year, and the begimning of the end

the most interesting. They warned
-us that much of the time would be spent sitting on our
fannies waiting for something Lo break, and wish

hell that it would, -and during the balance of the

things would be moviing so fast and hot that we would

be wishing to Heaven that it would stop and let.catch up
at leasts
e arrived in Tobruk early in lay when the British

caned to be pretiy well ensconced on the 1line between

o




Tobruk on the north, and Bir Hachim on the extreme south
and only waiting for more ma uerlel before launchi ing a
devastabing offensives Oar J8b at that time consisted
mostly of hauling the woundec? from the clearing station
at Tobruk to another one at f€apu'tzzo some ninti miles

to the rear, The coast road was good except in one place
vhere it was unfinished, but if the patients were sitters
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= oid 5 wal e much

1 J'l

e"ence, If we had stretcher cases

He
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it was a different storye You usually could'nt haul these

men at over ten miles an hour, an d_to pray f‘or

1

sitters, That was T\robably the harde;.u rorlf I ever did.

Try driving ninty miles averaging onl*“ nine or ten miles
an hour for the disbance, It's really nerveracking, and

add to that a groaning patient, the morphine would begin
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to wear off after a few hours, and you have g lurid com

eesbThe hepbour at Tobrulk s abtacked almost every nig
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and we, who were some miles aay, ere treated to the best

fire works you ever sail, <
In the middle of June when the British lost a greater
portion of their ammor in one dgy and were foreged to

retreat we evacuabed Uie hcmz'.*al Une w,oojvc of & -with -

ress Ui bnem, That retreat was some smhd Scmething

1ike the river drive on a boating day, Vehicles of all
$ &y

sorts and sizes, tanks, puns, staff cars, three ton

trucks, tank carriers all crowded bumper to bumper and

from ten to twenty sbreast across the desert, Had the

British not had air superiority at thabt time I am sure
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the complexion of the war would be qui

1

peesent timees For had %

"

he enemy had air superiority he

could have cut ocur rebtreating

g columns to pieces and driven
through to Alexandria with so great speed thatv th

inforcements from The ILevant, The Lus tralian Ninth Dive

Dinee
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would never have gotten to Aleamain in time to back up the
BN
decimated

would have rolle

oil of Irag anc

|ode

sgovered ouxr

moch,. e were a 1i

become stuck in a salt marsh, and so we

ol

forgot a simple preca

have been visable for miles.

Fx : PE e = e
that night and droppéd every thing

kitchen sink, I've never gotten closer to the

so low that I could very easily have

crawled under a sna ke, Well our friends must have thought

the had hit everywthing on the map, and to tell you the
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n facts This one served to bounce a few yvocks off the

vehicle's rcofe Tt all went to prove that no matier how
/

eagy ‘the.targ &/ bombing just isnt too accurate,
1

After we got the static line atwvilamain we worked Iran




and it makes little difference what it is that id destroyed,

2

the verious stations along the rouleof evacuations It was

routine work but had its moments of - suspense, Altogether--
I drove some forbty thousand miles withoubt dent 2 fender,

I'm sure you do'nt want to hear any more of these dull

- . Sl

50 called sxperiences, You imagined that war is grim, It

o

nost emphaticglly is all of that,;both in itself, what i

does to mens bodies, but some times I think more so because of

t does to their minds and spirits, War is a dhrbty dull

T
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what

business; dirty because of ilts physical nature, dull because

“

it is senseless and unreasonsble, Destruction becomes the rule s

a man or a machine, I rembwber wabching a Kitty Hawk plunge
out of the sky and drive into the ground not over threehundred

-

here 1 stood with a roar and a belech of flome,

1

yaras LrIom w

Q.

It rust have been going ab a terrific speed as ¥ scattered
parcs ij‘ér a quarter of a mile, The pilot had never had a
chances Two lesserschmit 189s came bel’tiﬁg out of a cloud
and nailed him, 1‘119 other War Haﬁk 1it out for home, The
enemy must have been Eytiess Tbn Germans would have gotten
bothe DBult the péint I want o make is this. hen T went
over to'inspeét the remains I could'nt tell which of those

myriad pieces of nothing had once been part of a machine

and which had once been part of a man, and I suddenly found
that I had to admit a ghastly truth; in war it does'nt make
= a s L snt,

mich difference, That's what I mean about war being dirtye

The result is'nt so much grim as it is nothinge

Toots, you would have enjoyed Lebanon in the springs the
snow still elinging to the .tops of the hills %en thousand
feet gbove a sea every bit as blue as the travel agents say
it is. The olive groves in many places grow glmost to the #
waterts edge, wonderfully dusty blue~gkeen and olde David

was gazing at those majestic hills when he wrote the song

of praise: " Iwill 1ift up mine eyes unto the hills firom
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vhence cometh my help's The cedars are gone except for a few

too small for the beams of the tcrvm-_v, but the hills are et~

ernale From Tripoli the road runs sixby miles to Beywuth,
a:il.ways by the seas It passes many towns of ancient fame,
Thig land was the erossroads of the world and the flavor
of anbiquilty is still strong there; in the people, the
houses they live in, and the customee they adhere to, even
the wine they drink is old, The road winds out of Beyrouth
up the Lebanon hills, past the fantastic little town of Alle
a sumer resort for the rich Iebanese, up and up to, where,
looking back,Beyrouth seems to be directly beneath your feet
£

but incredably far away, low the road dips down into the £

oo ki
fertile valley of Bec once dominatbed by the Town of Baalbec,

now a grandiose pile of Roman ruinse The valley is flanked

on the eagtern side by the bare we

nountainse Through these the road
eichty miles enters thalt fabulous

o

pearlabout the throat of the world, Damascuse There is
something terribly persistent sout a building with a
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thousand domese It's a sort of 'tenacz.oas re
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an atbitude which you find the rule in the peoples of the

east, Ideology is much more ingrained in the
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it is I ours.

Beyond Damascus I never wenb, Beyond
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deserty Palmsyray, a city of fabulous history once the most




Nemes, places, people, redolent with the aromatic juices
of history ( some Metaphor, hey kid] § these take a deadly
hold on youe I am :céminde_d fof -& poent of E,A,Rcbinson, a
friend of the late L.E,R.; I can't remember the name right

= -

to do with wen ;o_er dust: " N

none will call him brother, "

While at good old Groton H,H.R. ‘took me over in a tobid
1f pame, I gobt a par on the second hole, the one that goes

up hill, but at the fourth I pulled a stunt that would have

if such an animal exisbey— - —
have a hemorrage; I sent two precious pellets into the drinl,
As you can well enough deduct my golf, as the German waxr plans,
" . - <

is progressing according to plea

I suppose you know that Lte. Richards, WAAC has been stationed
at BergsProm Field, Austin Texas, not a stones throw from
Camp Swiflt, Texase I hope to be able to induce her to have

]

g shkort beer with a certain Privab

c{-

e First Class who seems
to be pretby well 8tymied in that exaulted positions Do you
think that she would disguise herself as a IF civilian and

give him a break?

How did you like that race Dodds put up last week end?
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Tfer thy foot to be moved U.The S Pidab- -

would certainly have to take those words back, Someone will

hit under four mimutes one of thess days becaunse the ultimate
is zero, or infinilty, and the progression is geometric, Bayl
I sure would like %o see Hagg
his st;rleYrerﬁinded me of liguid flowing, You and I wene

poOWer Iunnhers, ybu know , all strength but kittle real natural
grace, We put up & goéd‘, show, and won once or twice, but

it's thosecnatur ‘that teke the cake, Tell more power to

theme 1y runmning days are over, I could'nt run & hundred

vards for a beer right now,
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all, I meant to stop on- this page mow I have
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